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What do you get when you mix thousands of elementary students from around 
the world and ball-flinging robots? Magic!   
 

That is what our two elementary robotics teams from Weddington Hills 
Elementary School experienced this week at the VEX IQ World Championship in 
Dallas, Texas.  However, the journey to Dallas didn’t just start on Monday, May 
9th.  It started back in September of 2021 when our two teams, Team Wildcat 
Circuit and Team Wildcat Protocol, were formed and the building, programming, 
and driving of their robots began. Team Circuit is made up of Will Dobs 
(driver/builder), Henry Hawkins (driver/journalist), Anderson Highsmith 
(programmer/driver), and Grady Tucker (team manager). Team Protocol’s 
members are Ava Adams (driver/builder), Madden Leedy (programmer/driver), 
Kayleen Segovia (driver/journalist), and Henry Smith (journalist/team 
manager).  The teams are coached by Farrah Milby, the media coordinator at 
Weddington Hills.  
 

These two teams have achieved distinguished awards at the local and state 
levels including the VEX IQ Design Award and the VEX IQ Excellence 
Award.  These experiences formed the foundation that would lead to both teams 
qualifying for the 2022 VEX IQ World Championship during the state competition 
in March. 
 

The VEX IQ World Championship is a three-day competition where teams 
demonstrate their robotics and programming skills such as autonomous 
programming, driver skills challenges, and teamwork matches.  Knowledge of 
robotics is important, but also students must demonstrate soft skills such as 
strategizing with twelve other teams in their division, communicating with judges, 
and problem-solving when things don’t go exactly as planned.  And things did not 
go exactly as planned on Day 1.  Both teams’ robots struggled on the practice 
field during their autonomous practice test.  Stress levels were high, and time 
was limited.  Sometimes it is easy to forget that they are nine-, ten-, and eleven-
year-olds competing on the world stage.  But neither team gave up.  Both teams 
regrouped, and together they worked through issues by swapping out wheels, 
reinforcing arms, and updating programs.  It was a turning point for these young 
teams. 
 

On Day Three, the furrowed brows turned into energetic smiles as these students 
hit their stride when they met up with the teams, they were paired with in the 
teamwork challenges.  They talked through strategies, planned out their play on 



the practice fields, and then put it all together during match play in front of 
bleachers full of cheering spectators.   
 

Day 3 brought a surprise.  Neither of our teams advanced to the eight divisional 
qualifying matches, and while that was disappointing, it didn’t put a damper on 
their spirits.  Our students knew VEX isn’t just about earning points during 
matches.  It’s about learning, growing, and having fun, and these kids had 
fun.  They took photos with the team from South Korea and were given wildflower 
seeds for our school’s pollinator garden by a team from West Virginia.  They 
drank hot tea with the team and coaches from Morocco, and swapped souvenirs 
with the team from Taipei.  They experienced it all, but it wasn’t over yet.   
 
During the Innovate divisional qualification matches, our Wildcat Circuit team was 
awarded the Judges Award based on their engineering journal, virtual and in-
person interviews, and how they handled themselves throughout the competition. 
The VEX IQ website describes the Judges Award as an award that is presented 
to a team that “is deserving of special recognition.  This team demonstrates 
special attributes such as exemplary effort and perseverance at the event and 
team accomplishments throughout the season that may not fit under existing 
awards but are nonetheless deserving of special recognition.”  Later that 
afternoon to celebrate, a group of parents and team members took their award 
on a walking tour of some of the famous sites in downtown Dallas.  But these 
bright minds are not relaxing just yet. VEX IQ just released their game play for 
next year, Slapshot.  After watching the video release one of the teammates 
quickly declared, “I know exactly what kind of robot I want to build for next year!” 

 

 


